Negative sera often produce false-positive polar patterns of fluorescence in indirect immunofluorescence tests for serum anti-Toxoplasma gondii antibodies, representing a confounding factor in the diagnosis of toxoplasmosis. In this work, we studied whether T. gondii trophozoites, the antigenic material used in the immunofluorescence tests were collected by several washings with sterile phosphatebuffered saline (PBS), pH 7.4, containing 5 U of heparin per ml. The peritoneal cell suspension was centrifuged at 220 x g for 20 min to pellet most of the leukocytes, and the supernatant was further centrifuged at 1,400 x g for 10 min to sediment the parasites. The organisms were then washed three times with PBS by centrifugation. After fixation with 1% Formalin for 30 min, parasite concentrations were determined microscopically by using a hemacytometer; concentration adjustments were made with sterile saline solution.
The interpretation of indirect immunofluorescence tests for circulating antibodies to Toxoplasma gondii is often made difficult by the appearance of the organisms, i.e., the antigenic material used in the test displays polar fluorescence after incubation with negative sera and treatment with fluorescein-labeled antibody specific for human immunoglobulin G (IgG) (3, 4) . Because the second antibody does not distinguish between toxoplasma-specific and nonspecific immunoglobulin, we explored whether T. gondii trophozoites could bind immunoglobulin molecules via a Fc receptorlike surface component. This hypothesis seemed plausible because other protozoans, e.g., several Leishmania species and Trypanosoma lewisii (1, 2) , have been shown to bind antibody-coated erythrocytes and aggregated rat immunoglobulin, respectively, via a surface component similar to Fc receptors. It is also noteworthy that the diagnosis of herpes simplex virus type 1 infection by indirect immunofluorescence has often been complicated by the fact that the virus induces the expression of Fc receptors on the infected host cells used as the antigenic material (5, 6 
